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VISION STATEMENT  

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 

all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

In July of 1845, Father Garin (SM) was having a 
meal of potatoes and wood pigeon.  After the meal 
he led prayers and provided instruction for a      
gathering of Māori at Mangakahia.  Father Garin was 
a Catholic priest from France and was fluent in te 
reo Māori, English and French.  Many of the people 
in this Māori community became Catholic. 

Over in Whangarei, the Anglican Church had a 
stronger influence and many in that community were 
baptised into the Anglican faith.  

Both Churches proclaimed that they alone            
understood the truth of scripture, and their Church 
was the only avenue to Christ.  At that time, the    
respective Churches’ could control the narrative that 
was being delivered to their people, and were not 
reluctant to sow a bit of “fake news” to aid their 
cause.  

You might be thinking that this was just something 
that happened in the past and now we would not be 
caught in such a situation.  Our education system, 
internet and open media, means that we can access 
lots of different information and make a more        
discerned judgement.  Unfortunately, evidence tends 
to indicate that not much has changed.  

The highly complicated algorithms that run systems 
such as Google, Amazon and Facebook, are        
designed to capture our expressed on-line interest 
and they also use any demographic information that 
we provide, such as location, employment, age and 
marital status, to channel information towards us.  
Programmes then reward us with “Likes”, “Success” 
“Winner” opportunities, which encourage our brain to 
release dopamine.  That provides us with a nice   
feeling.  “Refresh” opportunities leave us with the 
sense of being unsatisfied and the knowledge that 
we can always get the latest news, so we keep on 
coming back.  

Not surprisingly, this is what the advertisers’ desire, 
and in turn this provides income for the technology 
firms.  

A concerning issue with this reality is that we can 
easily head down a rabbit hole.  Our perspective and 
interest is reinforced by the algorithm providing us 
with information that is of a similar mind-set to our 
own.  No matter what the interest or belief is, there 
are many “experts” on the internet who will reinforce 
our perspective and “Like” what we say or do.  

We know that the brain can be influenced by such 
exposure, and the way we think can also be trained 
into our brain via our education system and         
preferences.  I use this illustration of a dancer (click 
here) with staff and students.  Some staff members 
perceive the dancer moving in a set direction, while 
others can see her move in alternative directions.  
This is influenced to some degree by how people 
have trained their brain.  The science and maths 
teachers find it more difficult to perceive the         
alternating directions when compared to the social 
science and art teachers. 

In the context of education for the 21st Century, 
breadth of learning is becoming ever more critical. 
The strong advocacy for students to learn about  
Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths, (STEM) 
is understandable today, but this also needs the   
inclusion of Arts.  Arts bring in the social sciences 
and helps us to keep technology inside the humanity 
bottle.  This is why we are introducing STEAM into 
our junior curriculum.  

This breadth of curriculum enables students to think 
more critically and creatively.  They discover and 
deal with the reality of social sciences, providing 
multiple “right” outcomes in contrast to the           
theoretical certainty arising from the application of 
science and maths principles.  

As a school we have collected data at all year levels 
for many years.  Our data is indicating that current 
students’ do less wide-reading than students did in 
the past.  They are still very good at analysing a 
specific event or topic, but not so good when it 
comes to making sense of unrelated ideas.  Using 
technology, they are skim reading only those things 
which are of interest to them, and seeking            
information via google, or other search engines,   
rather than seeking it from a variety of sources.  In 
essence, this helps with depth of learning, but works 
against breadth. 

The challenge for us at Pompallier is to retain both 
depth and breadth in our students’ curriculum.  This 
will help to keep them out of the rabbit holes and 
provide them with some skills and knowledge that is 
useful for their life beyond school.  The challenge for 
parents, is for you to encourage and model wide-
reading habits at home.  

Richard Stanton 
PRINCIPAL 
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UPCOMING EVENTS - Term 1 
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MARCH 

Sat 7 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 9 - Fri 13 Year 9 Special Character Event Bay of Islands  

Mon 9 Otago University Liaison Visit College Library 10.00am 

Thu 12 RYDA - Year 12 Toll Stadium 9.15am - 2.30pm 

Thu 12 Victoria University Liaison Visit College Library 9.20am 

Mon 16 - Tue 17 Year 10 Surf Life Saving Trip TBC TBC 

Mon 16 - Tue 17 Gateway Frist Aid Course (Group 1) College Library 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Tue 17 - Wed 18 International Students EOTC Trip Cape Reinga  

Wed 18 Careers Roadshow College Hall  

Wed 18 - Thu 19 Gateway Frist Aid Course (Group 2) College Library 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Fri 20 Year 13 Geography Polyfest Trip TBC 

Fri 27 - Sat 28 Year 12/13 Business Studies EOTC Trip Bay of Islands TBC 

Tue 31 - Fri 3 Apr Year 12 PE EOTC Trip TBC  

Tue 31 Year 10/11 French EOTC Trip Auckland  

APRIL 

Mon 6 - Thu 9 Year 12 PE EOTC Trip Ruakaka TBC 

Tue 7 Parent / Teacher Interviews College TBC 

Tue 7 - Wed 8 Te Tai Tokerau Festival Dargaville TBC 

Wed 8 - Thu 9 Shakespeare Festival Competition College Hall TBC 

Wed 8 Year 8 HPV Vaccination # 1 College Library 9.00am 

Wed 8 Waikato University Liaison Visit  9.00am - 11.00am 

Thu 9 Stations of the Cross Liturgy College Hall TBC 

Thu 9 Last Day of Term 1 School finishes 3.00pm  

Tue 28 First Day of Term 2 School starts 8.45am 

 

 

WHANGAREI A & P 

Farm Intern Programme 

 Are you keen on farming? 

 Want to participate in a life-changing 
 course where you live-in, get qualified 
 and get paid? 

No catches!  If you want a career in     
farming, fencing or even shearing, where you 
can travel the world and earn big bucks – this 
is the programme for you, right here in   
Northland! 

APPLY NOW! The programme starts now 
and finishes in 40 weeks.  Usually this will be 
February to December, but if you start at a 
different time, you will finish around 40 weeks 
later. 

To find out more about this exciting            
opportunity and how to apply, click here. 

http://www.whangareiap.org.nz/education/farm-internship-programme


SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 1, Week 6 

ATHLETICS DAY - RESULTS 

Thanks to everyone who participated and enjoyed a great 
day of sunshine and competition!  Our staff were amazing 
running this day and it was great to see lots of whānau 
watching too. 

Our Champions for 2020 are … 

 Junior Girl Grace Christie 

 Junior Boy Dominik Valent-Hay 

 Intermediate Girl Ruby Crawford 

 Intermediate Boy Ah Him Iamafana 

 Senior Girl Sharon Gadolo 

 Senior Boy Kieran Hamilton 

We had six records broken: 

Junior Girls: 

High Jump Elizabeth Gould - 1.37m 
 previously Olivia Cyprian, 2017 - 1.35m 

Triple Jump Grace Christie - 9.08m 
 previously Anya Gross, 2013 - 8.75m 

1500m Kahu Moetara - 5.51.79 
 previously N Neill, 1999 - 6.08.90 

Junior Boys: 

Long Jump Dominik Valent-Hay - 5.29m 
 previously Rowan Wei, 2019 - 5.25m 

High Jump Dominik Valent-Hay - 1.56m 
 previously S Ryan, 1997 - 1.53m 

Senior Girls: 

Shot Put Sharon Gadolo - 11.24m 
 previously P Tohu, 1999 - 10.45m 

What an amazing year for record breaking!  Well done to 
you all! 

House Winners … 

1
st

: COLIN  

2
nd

:  CHAVOIN  

3
rd

: AUBERT  

4
th

: TATE 

*** Students who were interested in representing our    
College at the NSS Track & Field event, on Thursday 12 
March, have been given information and a permission 
slip. 

These were due back Friday 28 February to ensure      
participation and entry on-line. 

NSS SWIMMING CHAMPS - RESULTS 

Thanks to lots of parent support, we had 8 swimmers   
attend the Champs this year, held on Thursday 20      
February. 

Division 1 Results: 

Hinewai Baltus - Girls 11 & under: 3
rd

 100m Freestyle, 3
rd
 

50m Backstroke, 5
th
 50m Free. 

Hans Haufe - Boys 11 & Under: 1
st
 100m Backstroke, 1

st
 

50m Butterfly. 

Ethan Gavin - Boys 12-13: 3
rd

 50m Butterfly, 5
th
 50m 

Backstroke, 1
st
 100m Butterfly. 

Lawrence Reade - Boys 14-15: 50m Butterfly, 2
nd

 100m 
Freestyle, 4

th
 100m Backstroke. 

Evana Piskulic - Girls 14-15: 3
rd

 100m Backstroke, 3
rd

 
50m Backstroke, 4

th
 100m Butterfly. 

Division 2 Results: 

Rosie Hewitt - Girls 11 & Under: 5
th
 50m Breaststroke, 9

th
 

50m Freestyle. 

Rosemary Hoey - Girls 11 & Under: 8
th
 50m Freestyle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BASKETBALL TRIALS 

Boys Collegiate (Year 9 - 13) team trials will be held at 
the College Gym on Tuesday 10 and Thursday 12 March, 
from 4.30pm - 6.00pm. 

Please ensure you are at these trials – Year 9’s at camp 
should be able to make it to at least one trial.  Players 
should be changed with appropriate non-marking        
footwear and water bottle, ready for a 4.30pm start. 

*** Girls trials and Year 7 & 8 trials – date/s to be advised. 

… continued page 4 
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POMPALLIER JMC HOCKEY TRIALS - Extra players 
wanted 

Thanks to all the Year 7 & 8 students that attended our 
trial last Sunday. 

Due to some players making apologies for being          
unavailable at the trial, and still needing some extra     
players, we will have a second trial on Wednesday 11 
March, in the College gym at lunch-time.  This has 
been advertised at school and emailed to ALL those who 
registered for the first trial. 

If you would also like to be included, please register your 
interest with Mrs Yorke and ensure you attend the second  
trial in the Gym next Wednesday. 

ALL PLAYERS should have some footwear, mouth-
guard, hockey stick and a sock to cover your stick 
please. 

NSS SURFING CHAMPS 

Congratulations to Thomas Charlesworth for winning the 
U18 Division of the first Surf Championship event held on 
Thursday 27 February.  Thomas has been doing these 
events since Year 9, with support from his Dad and Mrs 
Chircop as the TIC Surfing.   

He and Justin Tyson both compete in these events, so all 
the best for the next competition on 26 March. 

 
WPSSA SWIMMING CHAMPS - Wednesday 18 March 

This event will be held on the above date, at Whangarei 
Intermediate School, from 11.30am - 2.30pm. 

We are just awaiting final confirmation as to whether    
Tikipunga High School wish to compare times to send 
some of their swimmers as part of our “Zone” team this 
year. 

Potentially, those Year 7 & 8 students that placed 1
st
 or 

2
nd

 in events at Pompallier Swimming could represent the 
College at this event.  However, this does depend on   
sufficient parent support and transport. 

A newsletter will probably be emailed home to those 
swimmers who qualify to attend, once we know about  
Tikipunga’s attendance.   

Thanks for your patience! 

AON JUNIOR ROWING REGATTA 

Georgia Limmer and Brooke Bateman (Year 10) row 
together at the Whangarei Rowing Club.  The girls       
recently rowed in the Aon Junior Regatta, held at Lake 
Karapiro.  There where 50 schools and clubs               
represented, with 1270 athletes competing.  Georgia and 
Brooke made the B final of the under 18 Girls novice  
double, where they came a respectable 5

th
. 

This is the lead-up regatta to the North Island Secondary 
School regatta, which is a 3 day event where rowers from 
North Island schools will be competing in two weeks’ time. 

POMPALLIER VOLUNTEER ROLES - URGENT 
COACH & MANAGERS - HELP NEEDED 

Our Sports Department is looking for helpers to support 
active students. 

Netball trials have been completed and we have 3  
Collegiate teams and 2 Intermediate teams.  If we do not 
find COACHES and MANAGERS for all teams, they will 
not be registered. 

Basketball trials are starting in the next couple of 
weeks and again we need COACHES and MANAGERS 
to run these. 

If you can help, or have someone in mind who could help, 
please contact me for more information, via the email  
below. 

FC WHANGAREI - FOOTBALL 

FC Whangarei welcomes any new or existing players  
interested in playing youth football for the club, to email 
the Club Administrator: Administrator@fcwhangarei.com. 

STUDENT SUCCESSES 

Judd Buck (Year 8) came 1
st
 place in the Pouto       

Lighthouse Challenge for tamariki 4km run recently, in 
support of the Cancer Society Northland.  Well done 
Judd! 

Tannen Gilmour (Year 8), who plays squash, has been 
selected into the Northland Junior Development Squad.  
Congratulations Tannen! 

  
Chantelle Yorke 

SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 

chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 
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WAITANGI WELCOMES OUR    

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ... 
Thursday 13 February, 2020 

Pompallier hosts a range of international students who 
come from various countries including Japan, Thailand, 
India and Germany.  Recently, they were welcomed to 
Northland with a powhiri at the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 
followed by a presentation, Māori games, and fish and 
chips.  Fourteen of our students attended. 

Next month they will be heading north again, this time to 
Russell, Paihia and Cape Reinga. 

Learning the pūkana.  

From left: Fah Satraponpak (Thailand), Severin Maedler (Germany), 
Nobu Soma (Japan), Tomoya Nihei (Japan) and Gurkirat Singh (India). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the front row learning waka skills.  

Juri Lee (left) and Sookyung Lee (both from South Korea). 

CAREERS 

As part of my new role as Careers Advisor here at 
Pompallier Catholic College, I wish to provide regular, 
useful information to Parents and Caregivers, that may 
help you when talking to your young person about future 
career pathways.   

The information below is taken from the Careers NZ  
website, which is a very useful place to go to find relevant 
information for your young person:  www.careers.govt.nz 

Five tips for supporting your young person: 

Choosing what to do when leaving school can be stressful, so 
taking a supportive approach helps. 

1. Many young people don’t respond well to being told 
what to do – instead listen and help them talk about their 
options. 

2. Young people’s career choices start at school – learn 
more about what they need to consider when leaving school 
so you can give good advice. 

3. Young people need time to make a good decision – 
don’t panic if they haven’t decided on a career yet.  They 
may want to work until they find a career that suits them. 

4. Your young person’s ideas may be different from 
yours – don’t try to impose your ideas of what they should 
do.  It could be difficult to succeed in a career if they choose 
one just to please you. 

5. Understand that technology is changing careers – your 
young person may be considering a job that didn’t exist a 
couple of years ago.  Be open to their choices and do some 
research. 

Step-by-step guide to chatting about careers: 

Talking careers with your young person is best when you’re both 
relaxed. 

1. Start with a general talk about their day, sports and hobbies. 

2. Ask questions about which subjects they like, their interests, 
values and what they think they’re good at. 

3. Give positive feedback.  Share what you see are some of 
their strengths. 

4. Explore your young person’s answers further – would they 
like a career that’s related to their subjects and interests? 

5. Discuss what your young person wants from life.  Attitudes 
towards money, working life, challenges and career         
enjoyment may help identify career options. 

6. If your young person has a career dream in mind, talk more 
about this.  What do they know about how to get into this 
career? 

7. If your young person is unsure about getting into their      
chosen career, or is worried they don’t know what they want 
to do, reassure them.  Offer to help them research their   
options. 

 
If any concerns or questions come out of these conversations, 
feel free to send them my way, or get in contact with me in      
person through the College office on 438 3950 ext 228, or email:   
julie.hamilton@pompallier.school.nz 

Julie Hamilton 
CAREERS ADVISOR 

ST VINNIES FOOD REQUEST 

The St Vincent de Paul Society provides food parcels to 
help families in our community who are struggling. 

Following on from a high demand for their services over 
the Christmas holiday period, they are running low on 
their stock.  If you would like to support their work, they 
would be grateful for the following items: 

Tinned vegetables: sweetcorn, tomatoes, spaghetti, 
baked beans.  Breakfast cereals, Pasta, White Rice. 

Items can be dropped off to the College office, and we 
will pass them along.  Thank you! 

http://www.careers.govt.nz
mailto:julie.hamilton@pompallier.school.nz
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20KPH ... 
 
Getting off the bus... 

 After you get off the bus, wait as far away from the edge of the road as you can, 
until the bus has moved away. 

 If you need to cross the road, wait until the bus has driven past and you can see 
clearly up and down the road before crossing.  

 Stand well clear of the bus if it is turning or reversing. 

 

Speed limit passing a    
stationary school bus ….  
 
 
 
 
If you are driving around when school buses are operating, you must be aware that 
there is a 20kph speed limit if you are passing a school bus in both directions. 
 

                      

KAURI CLUB GRANTS - APRIL APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 

Kauri Club grants are small grants available to up and coming young sports people (14 - 18 years old) to assist them 
with the financial challenges to competing at a higher level e.g. attending Nationals, overseas competitions, national 
development camps.  The grants assist with covering travel, accommodation, entry fees to competitions etc.   

The April funding round for grants are now open.  Athletes are able to apply for the upcoming funding opportunities by 
clicking HERE for further information/criteria and to complete the application form. 

Applications close 10 April 2020. 

https://www.sportnorthland.co.nz/Helping-Sport-Happen/Kauri-Club

